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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/2/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-16 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schein et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,002,394) in view of Lawler et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,907.323). 
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Referring to claim 1 , Schein discloses receiving an editorial content index page 
and an editorial content item at a client device (see Column 7, Lines 39-43 for a board 
located tat the viewer's television set (client device) for receiving program guide 
information). The examiner notes that the applicant's disclosure of "editorial content" is 
broad and encompasses "a wide variety of opinions and facts regarding programming, 
typically entertainment and other audio/video information, distributed over a distribution 
network such as a cable television network". Schein discloses that program schedule 
information is transmitted to a client device (see again Column 7, Lines 39-43), and that 
the program schedule information in kept in a database (Column 7, Lines 16-19), and 
the database contains a N.E.W.S, (news, entertainment, weather, and sports) database, 
which includes story text and story Ids. This data constitutes as "editorial content" as 
stated by the applicant, since news (as well as sports, weather, and reviews (opinions) 
of programs) data stored in the database, inherently contains facts relating to 
programming content. 

Schein also discloses that while the electronic program guide is displayed (see 
display of element 502, which is an electronic program guide in Figure 16A), selecting a 
control to present the editorial content index page on the display device (see element 
512 in Figure 16A, which provides a scrolling list of options shown in Figure 20A, in 
which "World of Services" has been selected), the editorial content index page 
comprising a link to the editorial content (see Figure 20B for a list of "editorial content"). 
The examiner notes that the index of editorial content displayed in Figure 20B inherently 
contains facts and opinions about specific programming. 
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Schein also discloses selecting a link to an editorial content item from the set of 
one or more links (see Column 23, Lines 50-64) and Figures 20B and 20C to show 
selection of a message containing editorial content). 

Schein also discloses presenting the editorial content item on the display device 
(see Figure 20C). 

Although Schein discloses accessing editorial content items (see above) and 
tuning to a video-on-demand channel (see Figures 18A-18E), but fails to teach tuning 
the client device to a video-on-demand channel if the editorial content item of the 
selected link comprises a video item. 

Lawler discloses focusing (selecting) a program tile 88 (selected link) in Figure 
3A, where a program tile (selected link) can be a link to an editorial content item (see 
the Sportscenter tile in Figure 3B and a "news-on-demand" channel at Column 9, Lines 
49-56). Lawler further teaches that the system tunes to the selected programming and 
displays it on video display set 18 within preview display window 94 (see Column 6, 
Lines 48-51 ). Therefore. Lawler teaches tuning the client device to a video-on-demand 
channel (see Column 9, Lines 49-56) if the editorial content item (news-on-demand) of 
the selected link (the program tile 88 in Figure 3A) comprises a video item (the content 
of the news-on-demand channel or the video preview that can be displayed (see 
Column 6, Lines 54-55 and Lines 57-61 and Column 9, Lines 49-56). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the editorial content program guide, as taught by 
Schein, using the tuning method, as taught by Lawler for the purpose of providing video 
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programming information that viewers have not previously been able to obtain for 
selected programming (see Column 3, Lines 10-12 of Lawler). 

Referring to claim 2, Schein discloses that the editorial data comprises graphics 
data (see element 528 in Figures 20A-20C and Column 22, Lines 3-8 for a description 
of a preview window, which contains graphics that are displayed in accordance with 
what is highlighted in matrix 506), and rendering the graphics data (see element 124 in 
Figure 3 and Column 8, Lines 58-67 and Column 9, Lines 1-18). 

Referring to claim 3, Schein discloses that the editorial content item comprises 
video data (see element 528 in Figures 20A-20C and Column 22, Line 3-8 for a 
description of a preview window, which contains video that is displayed in accordance 
with what is highlighted in matrix 506). 

Referring to claim 4, Schein discloses that the editorial content item comprises 
interactive program code (see presenting a "super mall" for purchasing products at 
Column 23, Lines 46-48) and wherein presenting the editorial content comprises 
executing the interactive program code (see Column 23, Lines 55-65 for accessing a 
special database that provides additional information from an online service provider or 
the Internet when "headline news" is selected). 

Referring to claim 5, Schein discloses that the interactive program code 
comprises functionality that allows a client device to interact with a remote program 
code and data (see rejection of claim 4 In relation to accessing an online service 
provider or the Internet upon selection of "headline news"). 
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Referring to claim 6, Schein discloses determining a type of the editorial content 
item (see Figure 20B for selecting either "Headline News", "Sports", or "Music Videos" 
for example). It is inherent that the system knows which item is being chosen for 
display. 

Schein also discloses selecting a rendering program based on the type of the 
editorial content item (see Figure 20C for displaying items related to "Headline News"). 
Also note element 124 in Figure 3 for formatting certain information to be displayed 
based on which program has been selected (see Column 8, Lines 58-67 and Column 9, 
Lines 1-18). 

Schein also discloses executing the rendering program to present the editorial 
content item on the display device (see Figure 20C after the selection of "Headline 
News" in Figure 20B). 

Referring to claim 7, see rejection of claim 1 . Also note that pointers are 
analogous to links as described in claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 8, Schein discloses receiving the editorial content index page 
and an editorial content item at a client device on a periodic basis (see Column 2, Lines 
62-67 for downloading the television schedule at a specified time). 

Referring to claim 9, Schein teaches that the database information that 
comprises the electronic program guide is sent in a carousel fashion (see Column 12, 
Lines 38-40). 

Referring to claim 10, Schein discloses exiting the editorial content index page 
(see Column 13, Lines 18-20 for a description of how every screen has an exit function). 
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Schein also discloses presenting the electronic program guide and editorial content 
control upon exiting the editorial content Index page (for example, if the user exits 
Figure 20B, he/she can then go back to Figure 20A, which contains the program guide 
and content control). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Schein discloses exiting the editorial content index page 
(see Column 13, Lines 18-20 for a description of how every screen has an exit function). 
Schein also discloses presenting a channel displayed on the display device when the 
step of presenting the electronic program guide is executed (see program area 526 in 
Figure 16A and Column 22, Lines 3-5). 

Referring to claim 12, see rejection of claim 1. Also note that Schein discloses a 
preview area 528 at Column 22, Lines 5-8, which concurrently displays program 
information with a tuned channel (see program area 526 at Column 22, Lines 3-5). 

Referring to claims 13-14, see rejection of claims 10-11, respectively. 

Referring to claim 15, see rejection of claim 1. 

Referring to claim 16, see rejection of claims 1 and 2. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571 ) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jason P Salce 
Patent Examiner 



September 14, 2005 




